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Artemis 1, scheduled for first space launch this montRhoto provided by BGRseePage 9 for details.

Monthly MeetingSeptembed2" at 7:00 PM, in person

You mayalsojoin this meetingvime et . j it . si / BRASMeet
(Monthly meetingsare held on 2¢ Mondays of the monthat Highland Road Park Observatoyy

PRESENTATION: Don Weinell will demonstrate how to puttogether& collimate his
Obsession 12.5" {5 truss tube dobsoniascope, along with some pros and cons of this scope

What 60s I n Thi s

President 6s |
BRAS Calendar
Monthly Meeting Minutes
Business Meeting Minutes
Outreach Report
Light Pollution Committee
Globe At Night
ALCON 2023

Founded 4081
Ar t i Artemisl ldunchand missiord

HRPO EVENTS
OBSERVING NOTEST Dracoi The Dragon

Like this newsletter? See PAST ISSUES online back to 2009
Baton Rouge Astronomical Society Facebook Page
BRAS YouTube Channel & Monthly Speakers via Jitsi



http://brastro.org/newsletters.html
https://www.facebook.com/Baton-Rouge-Astronomical-Society-122591151112271/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS3Xkk1t7C9lRnB8GKrt9MQ
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Presiden® Bessag

September alreadyschool is back isession, the weather should be starting to cool off a little, and slowly
peeping up are the winter constellatiofsll one month to go of hurricane seasasofar so good.Sidewalk
Astronomy for the winter season is starting at Perkins Rowe on Tuesday, Septérinber & PM to 9 PM.

BRAS is working on a feyrojects. A list will be made of all telescopes/
equipment donated to or from BRAS for the last 10 years, and a separate binde VA
will be used for checking out loaner telescopeslist of those will also be made. .

Scott and Ben haWevMemberkitowoarnkdi ntgh eo nc !
al most final i zed.i nWei nwiol |s osmea rotf fit Fhre¢ &

We are looking at modifying some of the donated telescopes for Lizray
TelescopesWe will make appointments with the Goodwood Lifgrand the West
Baton Rouge Library to inspect, adjust, repair their telescopes. The Livingston
Paiish Public Library would welcome a donated telescope.

| have been in contact with SARA&Gciety of Amateur Radictelescope
Astronomersi | am a membergand they are willing to help advise on how to
help BRAS and LSU refurbish the radrlescope at HRPO. AU

ALCon 2023. Our Keynote Speaker will be David Eicher, EditoiChief of -

Astronomy Magazine, author of books (I have two of his signed books) ingladin
collaboration on two books with Dr. Brian M&f Queen fame). We are also working on getting Fred Espenak
(Solar Eclipse expertise) as a speaker and many others as Speakers/Panelists.

Michele and lattended théCC (Inter Civic Council of Greater Baton Rouge gala banquet at the
Goodwood Library(photo aboveand mae contact witlthe leadership aseveralocal organizations who
seemed interested kelp promote ALCON 202@/hen the time comes for thatyot theirbusness cards.

The expansion of Interstate 10 next year will cause traffic problemd_foON field trips to LSU, HRPO,

LIGO, and others for the attendees of ALCon 2023. We are looking into alternative routes to be used.

All the ALCon 2023 committes could use more help. PleaBee contacts are Stevéitley i Co-Chair, John
Naglei Co-chair, and Scott
Cadwalladeii Vice-chair.

Upcoming BRAS Meetings:

%ﬁaf l\ikilﬂ %glgppycll_abor Day | Light Pollution Committee: NEW TIME thru December.
nhagee, resident 6 pm Monday, September 12", one houbefore the monthly

02 meeting. (In person only, Open to the puplic
; W Monthly Member Meeting i 7 pm Monday, September
12th atthe Observatory, in person and via Ji@pen to the public

On Page 22 of this newsletter is a

BRAS Survey for 202. Monthly Business Meetmg? pm Wed_n(_esdaySeptember
Pleaseprint it out, fill it in and get it to me 28th (Members Only), in person and via Jitsi
via one d the methodsdeseibed, sowe

can know betterknow how toserve your | \iOON (Members Only Observing Night) TBA

interests and how we mey call upon you
to help theclub grow.

ALCon 2023 (iAnAst r Gommittee c a |

The Proxy Vote Form wil be Meeting Two meetings: Sunday, Sep 11, 2022, 7 PM and

placed on the BRAS webse for member .
use as needed. Sunday, Sep 25, 2022, 7 PM, both online.




c:
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Welcome bythe gresident John Nagle
There was no lecture scheduled for the evening due to the unavailability of speakers

There was a brief discussion about going into hiatus in the summeione/olunteered to bring his
telescope in and be the speaker for September.

BREC celebrated its ¥sanniversary at Independence Park Theatre recently. John got to go to the
reception and meet withe mayor who said she would help with our ALCON 26%8nt.

We got a lovely thank younoter om Di ane Smi t h ( Famdsympathyéasdthevi f e)
club sent heffor Forresés funeraj John read the note to the group.

John attended virtual meetings for RAS@IALPO and won an 18 mm Celestron eyepiece as a door
prize from ALPO.

There is a virtual event coming up at the Lick Observatory having to do with shadowing a scientist; see
John for details if you are interested.

The InterCivic Council of Greater BatoRouge is having a dinner tomorrow nighbhn and Michele

plan to goThis graup should be able to help next year when we

host ALCON 2023. 2022 Officers:
Three BRAS members showed up at ALCON 2022, Steven, Rozjl president: John Nagle
and Scott C. Scott C. received his Master Observardat the president@brastro.org

Satuday banquet there. Steven played the videgbe meetinghat VP: Joel Tews
had been created to play at the ALCON 2022 event. All three spjke Vvice-president@brastro.org

about their experiences in Albuguerque. Secretary: Roz Readinger
The hotel venue for ALCON 2023 is still being finalized with a secretary@brastro.org
walkthrough schedulefbr this Wednesday. We are looking for Treasurer: Trey Anding

sponsorsspeakers, and volunteers and hope to set up events at tfe treasurer@brastro.org

Planetar_lum and LIGO. Any ideas that would work wath this BRAS Liaison for BREC:
convention (the Clark refractor, CAM@Rnd the Knock Knock Chris Kersey
museurrhave been suggesiieplus ideas about fundraising, please(|| srAS iaison for LSU:

let Steven know. Greg Guzik
922 people went through Sundalyés outreach eve
C. showed up at the Big Buddy event on FridBgrkins Rowe will Committees/Coordinators:
be making a comeback in September on a Tuesday close to the firsil_awards@brastro.org
quarter phase of the moon. The Maker Faire may be a possible Merrill Hess
event in October. Name tags are in for those wrdered them (cost|| lightpollution@brastro.org
to member = $5). Ben will be doing @c®nd run soon for a couple 27?0777
of new members plus the two glegwsletie@brastiperg +t h gt
MOON Nightis scheduled for FridayAugust19" Michele Fry
Don announced that he and his s@theduled tattendthe Artemis observing@bratso.org
launch at Cape Canaveral Angust29". John Nagle
. . outreacl@brastro.org
Coffee mugs and other medieere raffled off;,coffee andtookies Ben Toman

were available to thosgho showed umat HRPO. public_relationg@brastro.org

. : _ Scott Cadwallader
Minutes submitted by RoReadinger Secretary webmaste@brastro.org

Frederick Barnett
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Business Meetiig in |'gst 31, 2022 7 p.m.

(meeting is the last Wednesday of the montlin person, at HRPQ

We discussed getting a new web camera/cables/microphone for use with the BRAS computer and witl
the HRPO setip for meetings. Ben has been investigating and will give his recommendations soon.
Discussed magnetic car door signs for outreach. We negvdaector design of the BRAS logo (not the
color version). Awaitingestimates for the signs.

Scott and Ben have been working on a ANew Mem
decided that -wei abuhdOos st alrobe ifcfuded intetherkitst er i a
Library Telescopé we need to make an appointment to check out the telescope at the Goodwood
Library and align/repair whatever is needed. The Livingston Parrish Library has said they would
welcome a telescope donatedhem.

Donated telescopéswe discussed how we might modify some of the telescopes donated to BRAS to b
used as Library Telescopé&®e also decided to make up a list of donated telescopes and their dispositiot

(for sale, checlout by members, for usg HRPO, for outreach use, etc.). The list will be kept on file at
HRPO. There will be a separate binder used for checking out the loaner telescopes

ALCon 20231 we discussed a few minor items because there are separate committee meetings and

general neetings where the committees report progress addpth discussion at this meeting was not

necessary.
i

There were 5 members present and onénenat the meeting.

Submitted bylohn Nagldor Roz ReadingeSecretary

BREWSTER ROCKIT: SPACE GUY!

GREETINGS, ROCKITEERS! THIS WEEK ON
ROCKIT SCIENCE: GOODIWSHT BYE. MOON!

| FEEL WE'RE
DRIFTING APART ...

G021 Trivune Cortont Agency, LLC, Al rigts reseved

AFFECTED?

THE MOON 1S MOVING
FURTHER FROM EARTH
ABOUT 1.5 INCHES PER
YEAR. IF WE DIDN'T
HAVE A MOON,
WHO WOULD BE

N OIS, COMMDAWSANOCk

ANIMALS: MANY USE THE MOON
FOR MIGRATION AND NAVIGATION.

PULL OVER
AND ASK FOR
o DIRECTIONS! ’ '

..'. -

BY TIM RICKARD

CALENDAR MAKERS: WITHOUT THE

MOON'S GRAVITY OVER MILLENNIA,

EARTH WOULD SPIN MUCH FASTER,
RESULTING IN MUCH SHORTER DAYS.

LET'S SEE .
90 DAYS HATH
SEPTEMBER ...

METEOROLOGISTS: A STABLE TILT TO
EARTH'S AXIS AND TIDAL ACTIVITY THAT
DISTRIBUTES OCEAN CURRENTS WOULD
BOTH PISAPPEAR WITHOUT THE MOON.
THIS WOULD CAUSE EXTREME WEATHER.

HURRICANES MIXED
WITH AN ICE AGE ...

brewrockit@yahoo.com

ASTRONOMERS: A DARKER NIGHT SKY
MEANS BETTER STAR GAZING. AND
WITHOUT THE MOON AS A BUFFER, A FEW
MORE ASTEROIDS COULD HIT EARTH.

e

THAT'S ONE SMALL
FLOAT FOR MAN ...

N WEREWOLVES
AGREE!
50

LN Y
e 16

> 4/‘63:. .
At A

+

THE MOON. IT'S
A GOOD THING.
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Outreach Report for August

Hi Everyone,

The end of Summer is nigand we've had a good
August to help usher it out. We were able to do a nice
outreach for th&ig Buddy program at the

Louisiana Resource Center for Educatorgthanks to
Scott and Troy!) and we had a great time at the
Louisiana Art and Science Museundoingan

outreach there to help celebrate dlaenes Webb

Space TelescopgThanks to Chris K., Chris R., Scott,
John, Craig, Steven and Ben!)

Outreach endeavors like those are very impactful for
the community. We opened some eyes, made some
great contacts amut smiles on a lot of faces with just
a few hours of effort. It's important to the future of oul
club and the hobby we love that we do these sorts of
things. You never know the impact you are going to
have on someone whether it's reigniting a passion in
an adult or introducing a young person to the wonders
of astronomy. Maybe we won't get new members
immediatelyfollowing an event, but the impression we leave
can lead someone to joining when they have time in the
future. be it weeks or months (for adults)even years (for
some of the young ones.) Even if they never join the club or
even take up the hobby, they may find themselves in a
position to support our club, or just astronomy in
general, when community proposals come up for good
lighting (hopefully) or new endeavors regarding
astronomy and space (e.g. new facilities or further
space exploratign

We have a few more opportunities on the horizon and
alsothe return of our Sidewalk Astronomy at Perkins
Rowe. Please take a look at the list below and let me
know if you'd like to jump in and start being one of our
volunteers for the events. I've said it before and I'll
keep saying it, it's a great way to le@ven more about
the hobby you already love, contribute in a great way to
the betterment of the community and have a fun time
while doing it!

Photo Captions:

- Scott and Troy presenting the Big Buddy program
- John and Scott educating away at the LASM

- Chris R. with his solar setup outside the LASM
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Upcoming Events

Tuesday, September 6th |
6pm-9pm \
Sidewalk Astronomy Perkins Rowe

Show up with a scope or just yourself! It's a free
for-all!

Friday, September 16th

9amllam

Port Hudson State Historiite School Days
Presentation/Demo with possible Solar Viewing

Thursday, September 29th

1pm?

Claiborne Senior Living

Presentation/Demo with possible Solar Observing

Tuesday, October 4th
6pm9pm
Sidewalk Astronomy Perkins Rowe

Saturday, October15th

10am2pm (Time could change, but this was the
timeframe for last year's event)

Baton Rouge Mini Maker Faire Main Library
Demol/Info table, solar observing

Clear SkiesBen Toman . o
Craig (arms), Scott, Steven and B&neeling in

@ back)doing their thing at the LASM

BACK TO THE BEGINNINGS
OF THE UNIVERSE ITSELF!

| SEE SOMETHING! WAY IN
THE DISTANT PAST ... | CAN
BARELY MAKE IT OUT ...

MY DEEP SPACE TELESCOPE 15
WORKING NOW! | CAN NOW
PEER DEEP INTO THE PAST!

: -., "*_ - B .'. g o

{_“UNWEREE: PATENT PENDING."

(" THATS PRETTY 4
| FARBACK

o

brewrocckit@yahoo.com  WWwW.GoComics.comibrewstemockit
02/08 ©2022 Trbune Content Agency, LLC, All ights reserved
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LPC (Light Pollutlon Commlttee) Report

(NEW SCHEDULEthru December
: Meetings will beat 6 p.m. before the Monthly Meetingrhich is held the ® Monday of each monthThe
publicis welcome to join in.

There was No quorum present for the first half of the meeting.

The light Pollution Petition Update was discussed.

The survey of all outside luminaires at BREC facilities was discussed.
Contac¢ with other groups was discussed.

Two members present, one later joinedian.

John Nagle, Chairman Riem

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Globe At Night

The target for the Globe at Night program is
Cygnusfrom September 17 through September 28
If you would like to participate in this citizen science program, you can find instructions at
https://www.globeatnight.org
P.S. The ALoss of tfdrieformatian bnd for repertng yowur obsebvations.s e d

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

BRAS subreddit and a Discord server.

Our subreddit has been set up for us to reach out to the public. Please join us on
there. https://www.reddit.com/r/BRAstro/

Our Discord server is for Members only, and requires the download of a free app. It's

a fun place for us to hang out. To join the discord, email safey2007@gmail.com with
the subject BRAS Discord

To add a Flair next to your username , PM Amy Northrop.

.For Discord help, a ccess techsupport -faq,

or message Am y orJustin: https://discord.gg/6N8r8DDj

It also has voice channels so that you can speak to people through Discord.

The best part about both of these is that you can access them on your phone with the free apps. Hope to
see you there. ~ Amy Northrop


https://www.globeatnight.org/
https://www.reddit.com/r/BRAstro/
mailto:safey2007@gmail.com
https://discord.gg/6N8r8DDj
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2023 Astronomical League Conventiomn Baton Rouge!

BRAS haghe honor of being the first to haamt AL-CON in Louisiana sincé L énseption in 1939.

Ourthemeisn Astronomi c al Gum

This theme epresents the blend of diverse subfields within the vast field of astronomy. People from
over the globe Wi be in attendance for the biggest yearly gathering of amateur astronomers in the n
This convention will offer a large range of benefits not only to BRAS, but to HRPO, other nearby
astronomy facilities, and the tourism industry of Baton Rouge.ample, the publicity will bring in
many new club members and allow us to reach a much larger audience to share our love of astrong
with. Thereds not a better time than now to
event one to reember. Volunteers from all areas of any skill level are welcome to join any of the
subcommittees: Scheduling, Finance, Publicity/Communications/Photography, Venue & Housing,
Transportation, and Reports.

Next Full committee meeting: Sunday, September 1L and 5, 7 p.m, Online

If you would like to attend this meeting, and/or help by working on a subcommittee please send an
email to Steven Tilley asteveareno225@gmail.com

2023

* FIRST TIME IN LOUISIANA! »

Join us for this unique and exciting
amateur astronomy gathering!

BREAKOUT SESSIONS: FIELD TRIPS:

= telescope purchasing = LASM
and collimation = LIGO

= light pollution -
« filters and photography ,LSH%E,%A
~ outreach

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: TBD
ALCon 2023

* JULY 26-29, 2023 *

Hilton Baton Rouge Capitol Center Hotel
201 Lafayette Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70801

Registrations beginning TBD

brastro.org % public_relations@brastro.org % (225) 768-9948
Erought to BEaton Rouge by the Baton Rouge Astronomical Society

This flyer, designed by Natalia Brue, our Publicity ChairmarAloc€ON 2023, was on display at
ALCONGs 2022 Convention.



mailto:steveareno225@gmail.com
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-

Watchthe
Artemis | \
launch live |
on NASA \
TV
Currently,NASA hopes
to launch Artemis | on
Saturday, September 3,
2022 NASA says it will

stage for blastoff &2:17
p.m. EDT on Saturday.

This is one day later than )
the space agenc
original backup launch “-
date of Friday, September
2. Unfortunately, there
does appear to be a
chance of storms dung
the rochoert 6s t wo

| aunch window, so itds possible we wvventballyAdeeis!| t o
will liftoff and begin its 40day journey around the Moon.

Il tds a historic | aunc h wilpordoubtibelong rpneemizerechfor éharew eraod n d
exploration it begins. You can watch the Artemis | launciNéSA TV, on NASAO6s Woahisei t e

And from the New York TimeSeptember 1, 2022, bye@nanLopez

Why the moon?

Several factors are driving NASA to get astronauts back tmta for the first time in more than 50 years.

One is a longunning desire to get human beings on Mars. The Artemis missions will test some of the
technology and logistics required to do that.

Al f you believe that t he sfhasolarsgstem,the flisustophmasto hethe s s
moon, 06 my coll eague Ken Chang, who covers NASA,
getting to Mars. o

But a mission to the moon also has some scientific value on its own. Roaktedatigrevious missions, for
example, revealed the moonds origin: It 1Tikely f
than four billion years ago.

In the Artemis missions, NASA is especially interested in studying ice in latensciDepending on how long
itds been there, the ice and its characteristics
used to establish permanent bases on the moon, if it can be turned into drinking water, oxygen or spatecraft
(as Ken explained in The Times).


https://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/nasatv/#public
https://youtu.be/21X5lGlDOfg
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Messages from HRPO

Highland Road Park Observatory

FRIDAY NIGHT LECTURE SERIES

All start at 7:30pm. All are for ages fourteen and older.
6HSWHPEHU “7KH $UWHP LWh&énhap€enad this past week, Amy
Northrop (as JPL Solar System Ambassador) will update the Friday night crowd. Were we

successful " ,I VR ZKBA?-V Q
6HSWHPEHU “~6XSHUQ R Yihas be&mthirty -five years since this amazing event

galvanized professional astronomers and amateur skygazers across the continents. BREC
Program Aide James DeOliveira will discuss that special night and what the remnant has
been doing since.

6HSWHPEHU "7KH '$57 $VWHUR InGat® Sepiémibeou r early October,
NASA intends to slam an impactor into the asteroidal moon Dimorphos. If its orbit around
the parent asteroid Didymos is shortened, we may have proven capability to redirect an
asteroid that could harm life on Earth.

6HSWHPEHU "% X\LQJ 6N\JD]LQJ BRXSI Renhth&ds/giue an overview of
WKLV \HDU:-V HFRQRPLF ODQGV EREbpesR ashigip B FeXapiBcdsvand filters.

EVENING SKY VIEWING

No admission fee. For all ages.
Friday ( 2, 9, 23 and 30 September) from 8:30pm to 10pm
Saturdays (_3 and 17 September) from 7:30pm to 10pm
HRPO houses a 50 -cm reflector, a 40 -cm reflector and several smaller telescopes to bring
the majesty of the night sky to the public. Trained operators, sharing duties via a rotating
roster, work throughout the year in shifts. Each operator has a pre -planne d list of objects
to highlight. However, requests will be taken if there is time and if all present have viewed
the previous target.

SCIENCE ACADEMY

Saturdays from 10am to 12pm
For ages eight to twelve. $5/$6 per child.
6HSWHPEHU "'HHS 6SDFH mhHEN fitst ¥éadsigny Cadets will learn what a
deep-space object is, and what the closest ones are.













