
 

 

Monthly Meeting September 12th at 7:00 PM, in person 
You may also join this meeting via meet.jit.si/BRASMeet 

(Monthly meetings are held on 2nd Mondays of the month, at Highland Road Park Observatory) 

 

PRESENTATION: Don Weinell will demonstrate how to put together &  collimate his  

Obsession 12.5" f5 truss tube dobsonian scope, along with some pros and cons of this scope.  
 

Whatôs In This Issue? 
 

Presidentôs Message 

BRAS Calendar 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Business Meeting Minutes 

Outreach Report 

Light Pollution Committee 

Globe At Night 

ALCON 2023 

 
Article: ñArt emis 1 launch and missionò 

 

HRPO EVENTS 

 
OBSERVING NOTES ï Draco ï The Dragon 

 
   

L ike this newsletter?  See  PAST ISSUES  online back to 2009  

Baton Rouge Astronomical Society   Facebook Page  
BRAS YouTube Channel  ð Monthly Speakers  via Jitsi  

 

 

  

Artemis 1, scheduled for first space launch this month. Photo provided by BGR, see Page 9 for details. 

http://brastro.org/newsletters.html
https://www.facebook.com/Baton-Rouge-Astronomical-Society-122591151112271/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS3Xkk1t7C9lRnB8GKrt9MQ
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Presidentôs Message 
 

 

   September already ï school is back in session, the weather should be starting to cool off a little, and slowly 

peeping up are the winter constellations. Still one month to go of hurricane season ï so far so good.. Sidewalk 

Astronomy for the winter season is starting at Perkins Rowe on Tuesday, September 6th from 6 PM to 9 PM. 

   BRAS is working on a few projects. A list will be made of all telescopes/ 

equipment donated to or from BRAS for the last 10 years, and a separate binder 

will be used for checking out loaner telescopes ï a list of those will also be made. 

   Scott and Ben have been working on a ñNew Member Kitò and the contents are 

almost finalized. We will start ñPre-printingò some of the included documents. 

   We are looking at modifying some of the donated telescopes for use as Library 

Telescopes. We will make appointments with the Goodwood Library and the West 

Baton Rouge Library to inspect, adjust, repair their telescopes. The Livingston 

Parish Public Library would welcome a donated telescope. 

   I have been in contact with SARA (Society of Amateur Radio-telescope 

Astronomers ï I am a member), and they are willing to help advise on how to 

help BRAS and LSU refurbish the radio-telescope at HRPO. 

   ALCon 2023. Our Keynote Speaker will be David Eicher, Editor-in-Chief of 

Astronomy Magazine, author of books (I have two of his signed books) including a 

collaboration on two books with Dr. Brian May (of Queen fame). We are also working on getting Fred Espenak 

(Solar Eclipse expertise) as a speaker and many others as Speakers/Panelists. 

   Michele and I attended the ICC (Inter  Civic Council of Greater Baton Rouge) gala banquet at the 

Goodwood Library (photo above) and made contact with the leadership of several local organizations who 

seemed interested to help promote ALCON 2023 when the time comes for that. I got their business cards. 

   The expansion of Interstate 10 next year will cause traffic problems for ALCON  field trips to LSU, HRPO, 

LIGO, and others for the attendees of ALCon 2023. We are looking into alternative routes to be used. 

   All the ALCon 2023 committees could use more help. Please. The contacts are Steven Tilley ï Co-Chair, John 

Nagle ï Co-chair, and Scott 

Cadwallader ï Vice-chair. 
 

Clear Skies, and Happy Labor Day 
John Nagle, 2022 President 

 

P.S. 
On Page 22 of this newsletter is a  

BRAS Survey for 2022. 
Please print it out, fill it in and get it to me 

via one of the methods described, so we 

can know better know how to serve your 

interests, and how we may call upon you 

to help the club grow. 

 

The Proxy Vote Form will be 

placed on the BRAS website for member 

use as needed. 

Upcoming BRAS Meetings: 

        

Light Pollution  Committee: NEW TIME  thru December: 

6 pm Monday, September 12th, one hour before the monthly 

meeting. (In person only, Open to the public}  
 

Monthly Member Meeting ï 7 pm Monday, September 

12th at the Observatory, in person and via Jitsi (Open to the public}  

 

Monthly Business Meeting:7 pm Wednesday, September 

28th (Members Only), in person and via Jitsi 

 

MOON (Members Only Observing Night)  TBA 

 

ALCon 2023 (ñAstronomical Gumboò) Committee 

Meeting   Two meetings: Sunday, Sep 11, 2022, 7 PM and 

Sunday, Sep 25, 2022, 7 PM, both online. 
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Monthly Meeting Minutes ï August  

 

ü Welcome by the president, John Nagle. 

ü There was no lecture scheduled for the evening due to the unavailability of speakers. 

ü There was a brief discussion about going into hiatus in the summertime. Don volunteered to bring his 

telescope in and be the speaker for September.    

ü BREC celebrated its 75th anniversary at Independence Park Theatre recently.  John got to go to the 

reception and meet with the mayor who said she would help with our ALCON 2023 event. 

ü We got a lovely thank you note from Diane Smith (Forrestôs wife) for the plant and sympathy card the 

club sent her for Forrestôs funeral; John read the note to the group. 

ü John attended virtual meetings for RASC and ALPO and won an 18 mm Celestron eyepiece as a door 

prize from ALPO.  

ü There is a virtual event coming up at the Lick Observatory having to do with shadowing a scientist; see 

John for details if you are interested. 

ü The Inter Civic Council of Greater Baton Rouge is having a dinner tomorrow night. John and Michele 

plan to go. This group should be able to help us next year when we 

host ALCON 2023. 

ü Three BRAS members showed up at ALCON 2022, Steven, Roz, 

and Scott C.  Scott C. received his Master Observer Award at the 

Saturday banquet there.  Steven played the video in the meeting that 

had been created to play at the ALCON 2022 event.  All three spoke 

about their experiences in Albuquerque. 

ü The hotel venue for ALCON 2023 is still being finalized with a 

walkthrough scheduled for this Wednesday.  We are looking for 

sponsors, speakers, and volunteers and hope to set up events at the 

Planetarium and LIGO.  Any ideas that would work well with this 

convention (the Clark refractor, CAMD, and the Knock Knock 

museum have been suggested) plus ideas about fundraising, please 

let Steven know.    

ü 922 people went through Sundayôs outreach event.  Troy and Scott 

C. showed up at the Big Buddy event on Friday.  Perkins Rowe will 

be making a comeback in September on a Tuesday close to the first 

quarter phase of the moon.  The Maker Faire may be a possible 

event in October.  Name tags are in for those who ordered them (cost 

to member = $5).  Ben will be doing a second run soon for a couple 

of new members plus the two generic ones that say ñVolunteerò.  

ü MOON Night is scheduled for Friday, August 19th 

ü Don announced that he and his son a scheduled to attend the Artemis 

launch at Cape Canaveral on August 29th. 

ü Coffee mugs and other media were raffled off; coffee and cookies 

were available to those who showed up at HRPO. 

 

Minutes submitted by Roz Readinger, Secretary 

2022 Officers: 
President: John Nagle 

     president@brastro.org 

VP: Joel Tews 

     vice-president@brastro.org 

Secretary: Roz Readinger 

     secretary@brastro.org 

Treasurer: Trey Anding 

     treasurer@brastro.org 

 

BRAS Liaison for BREC: 

    Chris Kersey 

BRAS Liaison for LSU: 

     Greg Guzik 

 

Committees/Coordinators: 

al_awards@brastro.org 

      Merrill Hess 

lightpollution@brastro.org  

     ?????? 

newsletter@brastro.org  

      Michele Fry   

observing@brastro.org 

     John Nagle 

outreach@brastro.org 

      Ben Toman 

public_relations@brastro.org 

     Scott Cadwallader 

webmaster@brastro.org  

      Frederick Barnett 
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Business Meeting Minutes ï August 31, 2022, 7 p.m.  

(meeting is the last Wednesday of the month, in person, at HRPO) 

 

ü We discussed getting a new web camera/cables/microphone for use with the BRAS computer and with 

the HRPO set-up for meetings. Ben has been investigating and will give his recommendations soon. 

ü Discussed magnetic car door signs for outreach. We now have a vector design of the BRAS logo (not the 

color version). Awaiting estimates for the signs. 

ü Scott and Ben have been working on a ñNew Memberò kit and are finalizing what will be in it. We 
decided that we could start ñpre-printingò some of the material to be included into the kits. 

ü Library Telescope ï we need to make an appointment to check out the telescope at the Goodwood 

Library and align/repair whatever is needed. The Livingston Parrish Library has said they would 

welcome a telescope donated to them.  

ü Donated telescopes ï we discussed how we might modify some of the telescopes donated to BRAS to be 

used as Library Telescopes. We also decided to make up a list of donated telescopes and their disposition 

(for sale, check-out by members, for use at HRPO, for outreach use, etc.). The list will be kept on file at 

HRPO. There will be a separate binder used for checking out the loaner telescopes. 

ü ALCon 2023 ï we discussed a few minor items because there are separate committee meetings and 

general meetings where the committees report progress and in-depth discussion at this meeting was not 

necessary.  

ü There were 5 members present and one on-line at the meeting. 

 
Submitted by John Nagle for Roz Readinger, Secretary 
 
 
 



Baton Rouge Astronomical Society Newsletter, Night Visions      Page 5 of 22      September 2022 

 

Outreach Report for August 
Hi Everyone, 

 

The end of Summer is nigh, and we've had a good 

August to help usher it out. We were able to do a nice 

outreach for the Big Buddy program at the 

Louisiana Resource Center for Educators (thanks to 

Scott and Troy!) and we had a great time at the 

Louisiana Art and Science Museum doing an 

outreach there to help celebrate the James Webb 

Space Telescope. (Thanks to Chris K., Chris R., Scott, 

John, Craig, Steven and Ben!) 

 

Outreach endeavors like those are very impactful for 

the community. We opened some eyes, made some 

great contacts and put smiles on a lot of faces with just 

a few hours of effort. It's important to the future of our 

club and the hobby we love that we do these sorts of 

things. You never know the impact you are going to 

have on someone whether it's reigniting a passion in 

an adult or introducing a young person to the wonders 

of astronomy. Maybe we won't get new members 

immediately following an event, but the impression we leave 

can lead someone to joining when they have time in the 

future. be it weeks or months (for adults) or even years (for 

some of the young ones.) Even if they never join the club or 

even take up the hobby, they may find themselves in a 

position to support our club, or just astronomy in 

general, when community proposals come up for good 

lighting (hopefully!) or new endeavors regarding 

astronomy and space (e.g. new facilities or further 

space exploration).  

 

We have a few more opportunities on the horizon and 

also the return of our Sidewalk Astronomy at Perkins 

Rowe. Please take a look at the list below and let me 

know if you'd like to jump in and start being one of our 

volunteers for the events. I've said it before and I'll 

keep saying it, it's a great way to learn even more about 

the hobby you already love, contribute in a great way to 

the betterment of the community and have a fun time 

while doing it!  

 

Photo Captions: 

- Scott and Troy presenting the Big Buddy program 

- John and Scott educating away at the LASM 

- Chris R. with his solar setup outside the LASM 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Tuesday, September 6th 

6pm-9pm 

Sidewalk Astronomy Perkins Rowe 

Show up with a scope or just yourself! It's a free-

for-all! 

 

Friday, September 16th 

9am-11am 

Port Hudson State Historic Site School Days 

Presentation/Demo with possible Solar Viewing 

 

Thursday, September 29th 

1pm-? 

Claiborne Senior Living  

Presentation/Demo with possible Solar Observing 

 

Tuesday, October 4th 

6pm-9pm 

Sidewalk Astronomy Perkins Rowe 

 

Saturday, October 15th 

10am-2pm (Time could change, but this was the 

timeframe for last year's event) 

Baton Rouge Mini Maker Faire Main Library 

Demo/Info table, solar observing 
 

Clear Skies, Ben Toman  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Craig (arms), Scott, Steven and Ben (kneeling in 

back) doing their thing at the LASM 
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LPC (Light Pollution Committee) Report 

(NEW SCHEDULE thru December 

:  Meetings will be at 6 p.m. before the Monthly Meeting, which is held the 2nd Monday of each month. The 

public is welcome to join in. 

 

   There was No quorum present for the first half of the meeting. 

   The light Pollution Petition Update was discussed. 

   The survey of all outside luminaires at BREC facilities was discussed.  

   Contact with other groups was discussed. 

   Two members present, one later joined on-line. 

 

John Nagle, Chairman Pro-Tem 

 

 

*******************************************************  
Globe At Night 

The target for the Globe at Night program is  

Cygnus from September 17th through September 26th    

 If you would like to participate in this citizen science program, you can find instructions at 

https://www.globeatnight.org 

P.S. The ñLoss of the Nightò app can be used for information and for reporting your observations. 

 

*******************************************************  
 

BRAS subreddit and a Discord server. 

Our subreddit  has been set up for us to reach out to the public. Please  join us on 

there.  https://www.reddit.com/r/BRAstro/   
 

Our Discord server  is for Members only, and requires the download of a free app.  It's 
a fun place for us to hang out. To join the discord, email safey2007@gmail.com  with 

the subject BRAS Discord . 
To add a Flair next to your username , PM Amy Northrop.  

.For Discord help, a ccess techsupport - faq ,  
or message Am y orJustin:  https://discord.gg/6N8r8DDj   

It also has voice channels so that you can speak to people through Discord.  
 

The best part about both of these is that you can access them on your phone with the free apps.  Hope to 

see you there.  ~ Amy Northrop  

 

 

https://www.globeatnight.org/
https://www.reddit.com/r/BRAstro/
mailto:safey2007@gmail.com
https://discord.gg/6N8r8DDj
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2023 Astronomical League Convention in Baton Rouge! 
 

BRAS has the honor of being the first to host an AL-CON in Louisiana since ALôs inception in 1939.  
 

Our theme is ñAstronomical Gumboò 
 

This theme represents the blend of diverse subfields within the vast field of astronomy. People from all 

over the globe will be in attendance for the biggest yearly gathering of amateur astronomers in the nation. 

This convention will offer a large range of benefits not only to BRAS, but to HRPO, other nearby 

astronomy facilities, and the tourism industry of Baton Rouge. For example, the publicity will bring in 

many new club members and allow us to reach a much larger audience to share our love of astronomy 

with. Thereôs not a better time than now to get involved, and lots of help will be necessary to make this 

event one to remember. Volunteers from all areas of any skill level are welcome to join any of the 

subcommittees: Scheduling, Finance, Publicity/Communications/Photography, Venue & Housing, 

Transportation, and Reports. 
 

Next Full committee meetings:  Sundays, September 11 and 25, 7 p.m., Online 
 

 If you would like to attend this meeting, and/or help by working on a subcommittee please send an 

email to Steven Tilley at  steveareno225@gmail.com. 

 
This flyer, designed by Natalia Brue, our Publicity Chairman for ALCON 2023, was on display at 

ALCONôs 2022 Convention.  

 

 

 

mailto:steveareno225@gmail.com
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Watch the 
Artemis I 
launch live 
on NASA 
TV 

Currently, NASA hopes 

to launch Artemis I on 

Saturday, September 3, 

2022. NASA says it will 

stage for blastoff at 2:17 

p.m. EDT on Saturday. 

This is one day later than 

the space agencyôs 

original backup launch 

date of Friday, September 

2. Unfortunately, there 

does appear to be a 

chance of storms during 

the rocketôs two-hour 

launch window, so itôs possible we wonôt get to watch Artemis I launch that day, either. Eventually, Artemis I 

will liftoff and begin its 40-day journey around the Moon. 

Itôs a historic launch for the space agency, and one that will no doubt be long remembered for the new era of 

exploration it begins. You can watch the Artemis I launch on NASA TV, on NASAôs website, and on YouTube. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And from the New York Times: September 1, 2022, by German Lopez 

Why the moon? 
Several factors are driving NASA to get astronauts back to the moon for the first time in more than 50 years. 

One is a long-running desire to get human beings on Mars. The Artemis missions will test some of the 

technology and logistics required to do that. 

ñIf you believe that the future of humanity is spreading across the solar system, the first stop has to be the 

moon,ò my colleague Ken Chang, who covers NASA, told me. ñIf you canôt figure that out, youôre certainly not 

getting to Mars.ò 

But a mission to the moon also has some scientific value on its own. Rocks collected in previous missions, for 

example, revealed the moonôs origin: It likely formed from debris after an object the size of Mars hit Earth more 

than four billion years ago. 

In the Artemis missions, NASA is especially interested in studying ice in lunar craters. Depending on how long 

itôs been there, the ice and its characteristics could provide a history of the solar system. The ice could also be 

used to establish permanent bases on the moon, if it can be turned into drinking water, oxygen or spacecraft fuel 

(as Ken explained in The Times). 

https://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/nasatv/#public
https://youtu.be/21X5lGlDOfg
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Messages from HRPO  

Highland Road Park Observatory 

 

 

 

 
FRIDAY NIGHT LECTURE SERIES  
All start at 7:30pm. All are for ages fourteen and older.  

�����6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U��� ���´�7�K�H���$�U�W�H�P�L�V���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�µ   Whatever happened this past week, Amy 

Northrop (as JPL Solar System Ambassador) will update the Friday night crowd. Were we 
successful �"���,�I���V�R�����Z�K�D�W�·�V���Qext? 
�����6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U��� ���´�6�X�S�H�U�Q�R�Y�D�����������$�µ   It has been thirty -five years since this amazing event  

galvanized professional astronomers and amateur skygazers across the continents. BREC 
Program Aide James DeOliveira will discuss that special night and what the remnant has 
been doing since.  

�������6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U��� ���´�7�K�H���'�$�5�7���$�V�W�H�U�R�L�G���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�µ   In late September o r early October, 
NASA intends to slam an impactor into the asteroidal moon Dimorphos. If its orbit around 

the parent asteroid Didymos is shortened, we may have proven capability  to redirect  an 
asteroid that could harm life on Earth.  
�������6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U��� ���´�%�X�\�L�Q�J���6�N�\�J�D�]�L�Q�J���(�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�µ   BRAS members give an overview of 

�W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�·�V���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���I�R�U���E�L�Q�R�F�X�O�D�U�V����telescopes , flashlight s, eyepieces and filters.  
 

 

 

EVENING SKY VIEWING  
No admission fee. For all ages.  

Friday ( 2, 9, 23 and 30  September ) from 8:30pm to 10pm  
Saturdays ( 3 and 17  September ) from 7:30pm to 10pm  

HRPO houses a 50 -cm reflector, a 40 -cm reflector and several smaller telescopes to bring 
the majesty of the night sky to the public. Trained operators, sharing duties via a rotating 
roster, work throughout the year in shifts. Each operator has a pre -planne d list of objects 

to highlight. However, requests will be taken if there is time and if all present have viewed 
the previous target.  

 

 

SCIENCE ACADEMY  
Saturdays from 10am to 12pm  

For ages eight to twelve. $5/$6 per child.  
�����6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U��� ���´�'�H�H�S���6�S�D�F�H���2�E�M�H�F�W�V���,�µ   In the first session, Cadets will learn what a 

deep-space object is, and what the closest ones are.  








